
 

 

WORLD CANCER DAY 

Cancer and People with a Learning Disability 

What is cancer? 

Cancer is an illness. 
It happens when cells in the body grow in the wrong 
way. 
Finding cancer early can save lives. 

 

What did the research find? 

A large study in England looked at cancer and people 
with a learning disability. 



 
People with a learning disability do not always get 
the care they need. 

 

Getting checked for cancer 

People with a learning disability are less likely to be 
sent for urgent cancer tests. 
Cancer is often found later, when it is harder to treat. 

 



 
Cancer treatment and survival 

People with a learning disability are less likely to get 
cancer treatment. 
Many people die sooner after a cancer diagnosis. 

 

Cancer at a younger age 

People with a learning disability are more likely to 
get cancer before age 50. 
Some cancers are more common. 



 

 

Why does this happen? 

Doctors may not understand symptoms properly. 
Appointments are not always flexible. 
Staff may not have the right training. 

 

What needs to change? 

Earlier cancer checks. 
Faster referrals. 



 
Better staff training. 
Reasonable adjustments that work. 

 

Our message 

At Lisieux Trust, we believe everyone deserves fair 
healthcare. 
People with a learning disability must not be left out. 
On World Cancer Day, we ask for better cancer care 
for everyone. 
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